
 
 
Business and Industrial Partners 
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o GVCGaesco 

Barcelona, September 9th 20 II 

Dear Dr. Dirk Helbing, 

This is a letter of strong suppol1 for the FuturICT Flagship Initiative coming from GVC Gaesco 
Gestion, S.G.r.r.C. (GVCGaesco), a more than 20 years old asset manager, who has developed 
in the last 10 years a quantitative approach to absolute retum funds, which is today one f the two 
strengths of the company together with the log only equity funds which are being managed in a 
fundamental way. 

GVC Gaesco heavily relies on fundamental research to decide about investment opportunities 
and to apply quantitative methods for absolute retum funds and to face different aspects as the 
internal cycles in the market and the investors behaviour. We keep close links with academia, 
by having an agreement with an external research team in the University ofBarcelona for more 

] 
Q. 

than 10 years now and by intemal means as well. 
"-
"-
C) 
ro 
<D 
C) 

We are of course deeply interested in understanding in details how financial markets and the 
en 
:r' economyat large work. This is crucial to come up with adequate quantitative models. We have 
LL'" witnessed on several occasions the occurrence of collective effects that lead to crises, and 
'"
o 

understand the view of the system in which we live, with its interconnections, interactions and 
o"' 
>-' 
.,-

feedback loops. We are confronted to a situation surprisingly hard to accept for the human 
<t. 

g 
Z brain: the behaviour of crowds is sometimes impossible to guess from the behaviour of 
Ü 
W individuals, we tend to think that it has its own rules. We think that there is a lot to do in 
DO 
<t. defining investor behaviour in different market environments. We think that many current 
¿"'
DO intuitions wilJ be modelized in the future. 

1 am enthusiastic that the the FuturICT Flagship Initiative is willing to take a big step in that 
direction, and GVC Gaesco could be interested in participating in one way or another to the 
project. 

Best regards, 

Jaume Puig  

CEO & cro ofGVC Gaesco Gestión, S.G.r.r.C.  

Grupo GVC Gaesco Avda Diagonal 429 08036 Barcelona Tel 93 366 27 27 www.gvcgaesco.es 
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                                                                                                                                                          peercashpeer.com  
                     
                           
 
                          November 24, 2011 

 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
I am writing to express my interest in and wish to bring active support for the FuturICT flagship initiative. 
 
CASH PEER LTD is a freshly incorporated company aiming to develop a novel approach of mobile 
payment using QR codes. We are working on developing a solution reconciling need-based with global 
market solutions as well as a payment architecture that comes the closest to the simple expression of 
cash money.  
 
At the top of our assumptions we are considering, a global market in which availability of data service is 
asymmetric and congestion in data networks is likely to occur with the increase of Internet traffic. 
Our payment system intends to be universal regardless the medium used or the geographic location of 
users. Authentication of payments by geolocation is one of our major innovative moves toward offering 
same class services in big cities or in remote villages in Africa, in this context we join the philosophy of 
“one laptop per child initiative” and we’ll be benefiting from operation in the near future of Galileo, Glonass 
(RU) and Beidou (CN). Technically the QR code issued by a payer represents electronic transcription of 
cash enclosing among its encryption data geolocation coordinates of the payer at time t, on the other 
hand, recipient’s coordinates are calculated and confronted to the payer’s at time of code scanning; the 
payment is authorized upon a match of both. This dynamic approach has the advantage of being unique 
for every transaction and enough random to be used for encryption, particularly if accurate location data 
is available. 
Universality of CASH PEER will not be at the expense of safety. Indeed, all transactions will be executed 
from and to a secure server regardless the medium used, be it a smartphone, a tablet, a personal 
computer, a digital display or a piece of paper. Furthermore transactions must be executed within a 
certain time lapse after which the QR code becomes obsolete, hence transactions will be carried out on 
real time and swiftly, if not instantaneously, limiting drastically breaches in security. History data will then 
be reported on a map to be viewed and kept in records for both payers and recipients. Another aspect of 
mobile payment we are working on is the payment with email which we believe would offer a set of 
conveniences for users in matters of legal binding, ease of record keeping and the possibility of paying to 
websites in an active mode (by opposition to passive mode wherein the payer accepts or scans the QR 
code like in Google wallet for example) which is an important application missing from QR code mobile 
payment to date. 
 
It  is agreed that the mobile technology  is going to be our century’s driver  into ubiquitous interconnected 
environments; perspectives of growth of the mobile industry are at two digits, penetration of the mobile 
industry in emerging markets is increasing alongside with expected migration from basic mobile phones 
to smartphones due to price cuts. We believe, the major challenge of solutions to be deployed for mobile 
payment in emerging markets is the implication of the unbanked having an IP address. To this regard, 
users of our service will have the possibility to open a mobile payment account through IP service 
subscription details and then deposit money by means of prepaid vouchers or via agents. The Internet of 
the future will be much faster and smarter embracing real world objects or “things”, money is one of these 
things that will very likely turn fully mobile driven, CASH PEER does it without impacting the tangible 
characteristic of cash money; we would speak rather of “digital cash” than mobile payment.  
 
In conclusion, I would confess that when I first saw the screenshot of FuturICT documentary on your 
website I had no doubt I was in the right place. You will probably agree with me saying that it inspires 
geolocation. Feeling to be on the same wavelength with your project and state of mind I am willing to 
collaborate with conviction and fully adhere to your initiative.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Firass Seridi 
 
Director 
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To#FuturICT#Spain,#

This! is!a! letter! of! full! support! for! the!FuturICT!Flagship! Initiative!coming! from!

CONCEPTUAL!KLT!Knowledge,!Logistics!And!Technology!S.L.!

!

CONCEPTUAL!KLT!is!a!startEup!company,!born! in!the!University!of!Cantabria!

(UC),!on!October,2007!and!sited! in! the!Center!of!Technological!Development!

(CDTUC)! of! the!Civil! Engineering! School.! It! was! established! by!UC! teaching!

personnel!and!professional!staff!with!a!huge!experience!in!new!technology!field!

applied!to!transport!and!logistics!sector.!

CONCEPTUAL! KLT,! is! a! limited! company! which! target! is! the! design! and!

implementation! of! strategies! for! generating,! transmitting! and! applying! the!

knowledge! to! organizations!and! institutions! for! their! technological! and! logistic!

development,! likewise!R&D!related! to! the! implementation!of!new! technologies!

in!the!organizations!linked!to!logistics!and!transport.!!!

CONCEPTUAL!carries!out!its!activity!in!the!following!working!lines:!

E! Development!of!R&D!projects.!

E! Defense! of! intellectual! resources! by! patenting! the! innovating! elements!

and!the!aims!achieved.!

E! Launching! offers! to! R&D! announcements! in! order! to! develop! new!

products!related!to!the!activity!of!CONCEPTUAL!KLT.!!

!

CONCEPTUAL!KLT!has! three!open!working! lines! to! place!R&D!projects! and!

contracts!under!way.!These!lines!are:!

E! Introduction! of! crowdsourcing,! software! collaborations! platforms! and!

knowledge!social!networks,!like!web!2.0,!for!our!institutional!and!private!

clients.!

E! Internet! of!

!

E! Innovation!in!the!maritime!and!port!management,!boosting!comodality!in!

the!rail!and!port! !

!
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LIST! OF! THE! MAIN! WORKS! CARRIED! OUT! including! R&D! projects! and!

assignments:!

!

E! !

project,! approved!by! the! 1st! Industrial!Cooperation! in!Cantabria!Official!

Announcement,! under! the! framework! of! the! Regional! R&D! Plan,! in!

collaboration!with!de!Companies!ALSA!and!PINDIATEC!(2008E2012).!

!

E! ! project,! published! by! the!Spanish!Official! State!

Bulletin! (BOE)! the! 5th! of! January! of! 2009,! under! the! official!

announcement! of! Sustainable!Mobility! and!Modal!Change! in!Transport!

National!Subprogram!(2008E2011).!

!

E! ! project,! published! by! the! Spanish! Official! State!

Bulletin! (BOE)! the! 5th! of! January! of! 2009,! under! the! official!

announcement! of! National! Program! for! the!Public/Private!Cooperation,!

which!belongs!to!the!Transport!and!Infrastructure!projects!(2008E2011).!

!

E! ! project,! which! is! a! R&D! project! under! the! European!

Commission! VI! Framework! Programme! (2004E2008),! acting!

CONCEPTUAL! as! a! subcontractor! of! one! the! partners,! the! Company!

PORTEL,!which!provides!telematics!services!to!the!Spanish!ports.!

!

E! Sustainable! Knowledge! Platform! for! the! European!

Maritime!and!Logistics!Industry,!2008E2009),!which!is!a!project!under!the!

VII! Framework! Programme! funded! by! the! DGTREN,! acting!

CONCEPTUAL! as! a! subcontractor! of! one! the! partners,! the! Company!

PORTEL.!

!

E! !project,!for!the!development!of!a!knowledge!social!

network!as!a!web!2.0,!ordered!by!Fundación!Comillas!(2008E2009).!

!

E! !project,!for!the!development!of!a!knowledge!social!network!of!

the!International!University!Menendez!Pelayo!(2008E2011).!

!

E! !project,!(Efficient!Logistic!System!In!and!Out!of!Ports),!approved!

by!the!2nd!Industrial!Cooperation!in!Cantabria!Official!Announcement,!!
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under!the!framework!of!the!Regional!R&D!Plan,!in!collaboration!with!de!

Company!GLOBAL!STEEL!WIRE!(2009E2011).!

!

E! PACE (Open! collaborative! business! platform),! approved! in!

2010! by! the! Funding! for! the! promotion! of! Industrial! Cooperation! in!

Cantabria,! in!collaboration!with! the!Association!of!Automotive!Forum!of!

Cantabria! !Regional!Initiatives!Automotive!Group!(GIRA).!!

!

E! TELMAR Technologies!and!Logistics!for!the!Offshore!renewal!

Energies),! approved! in! the! 2011! by! the! Funding! to! promote! R&D! of!

renewal!energies! in!Cantabria,! for! the!design!and!planning!of!a! logistic!

coordination!centre,!in!collaboration!with!MUNDIVIA!(2011E2013).!

!

E! !of!Teachers!of!

Spanish.!FortyEeight!hours!of!live!programming!a!la!carte!involved!in!the!

teaching!of!Spanish:!a!major!international!virtual!conference!organized!

by!the!Institute!Cervantes!on!his!20th!Anniversary)!2011.!

!

E! NNOTRANSMER

innovative!solutions!for!the!transport!of!goods!among!big!capacity!main!

roads)!approved!in!2011!in!the!INNPACTO!National!program.!!!

!

Our! small! company! wants! to! participate! in! FuturICT! because,! to! really!

understand!the!world!around!us,!we!must!adopt!a!much!more!holistic!approach,!

seeking!out!the!patterns!and!deep!dynamics!that!shape!broader!more!complex!

systems.! We! embrace! change! because! it! provides! a! powerful! catalyst! for!

growth!and!learning.!

We! can! contribute! with! our! experience! in! "Pull"! models! that! can! also! be!

platforms!for!creating!"increasing!returns!dynamics."!This!is!due!to!"pull"!models!

being!based!around!loose!and!flexible!networks!that!are!already!configured!to!

scale!as!growth!occurs.!Pull! platform!key!characteristics! include!modular!and!

looselyEcoupled!networks,!open!channels! that!better!harness! the!passion!and!

commitment! of! innovation! communities.! "Pull"! platforms! also! will! tend! to!

influence! public! policy! with! regards! to! education! and! innovation,! as! more!

companies!tend!to!gravitate!towards!the!"pull"!models.!

!
!

!
!
!
!
Miguel!Angel!Pesquera!González!!
President!
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Dalibor Baskovc 
CEO 
Zavod e-Oblak, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
18.11.2011 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
As a coordinator of one of the biggest R&D projects (www.kc-class.eu) on cloud computing in Europe 
and CEO of the organization dealing with R&D issues in ICT area, I would like to express my great 
support and interest in the FuturICT flagship initiative. 
  
I am very thrilled by the FuturICT agenda which is tackling some of the most topical issues of our world 
and what is more the FuturICT project is doing that in most comprehensive way and from the most 
challenging perspectives. FuturICT will use our information knowledge to better understand society 
which is one of the one of the most elementary understanding which we should have in order to guide our 
society most appropriately in the long term. Precisely the information knowledge is the field where our 
research institution is the strongest. Research in our laboratory is based on cloud computing, service 
oriented architectures and integration of information systems. We are involved in many projects covering 
fields of semantics, cloud assisted services and communication platforms. I believe that our expertise in 
integration and interoperability of information systems, architecture and platforms with related services is 
the foundation on which we should develop our future research and tie it with the FuturICT and the 
Living Earth Platform. 
 
I believe that our work and research activity is very accordant with the FuturICT proposal what motive us 
in being connected with this interesting, complex and ambitious initiative. For the conclusion I am 
expressing my full support and interest in the FuturICT and I believe that that our commitment would be 
best expressed through the project itself.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Dalibor Baskovc 
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10, place de la Madeleine 75008 Paris, France    Phone: + 33 (0)1 55 35 26 26    Fax: +33 (0)1 55 35 26 27 

Limited company with 113 866,80 € capital RCS paris 432 887 875 APE 6201Z 

EU VAT number : FR 89 432 887 875 000 32 

contact@exalead.com    fr.exalead.com/software 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Paris, 2
nd

 of November, 2010 

         

 

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

 

Flagship FuturICT 

 

 

As the European projects manager of Exalead France, I hereby confirm the strong interest of 

our company in the FuturICT flagship initiative and our commitment in active collaboration. 

Exalead will provide full support for the proposal preparation to make FuturICT flagship 

initiative successful.  

 

Exalead is very active in European networks and have many cross-domain partnerships 

within FP ICT frameworks and French programs. Exalead quest is to provide our users and 

customers with lifelike experience through our IT solutions. We strongly believe that IT tools 

should consider the different aspects of the environment surrounding us and can no more 

be disconnected from the real life. The idea, carried by the initiative, of combining world 

social, economic,  … and environmental models to develop advanced tools for decision 

making fits perfectly our vision of the future IT challenges. Therefore, we are convinced that 

FuturICT initiative will be a prominent channel for making our lifelike experience strategy 

converging with the EU flagship initiative goals. 

 

Thank you for your efforts in setting up this initiative and I hope to hear from you very soon.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Amar-Djalil MEZAOUR, PhD 

Project Manager 
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Hamid Benbrahim, Ph.D.  
Vice President 
Applied Complexity 

245 Summer Street  
Boston, MA 02210 

 
 

 
 
 

November 7, 2011 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my interest in and support for the FuturICT flagship project and its mission 
to understand and manage complex, global, socially interactive systems. 

The growth in scale and interconnectedness of technological, social, and financial systems 
continues. Today in the New York Exchange alone almost 1.6 Billion shares, or nearly $46 Billion 
are typically traded in one day according to the NYSE group; an increase of almost 10-fold since 
the early 1990's. Information and communications technologies are creating unprecedented 
interconnectedness across the globe, presenting new challenges and opportunities. 

FuturICT’s proposed platform has the potential to further our understanding of the dynamics of 
social, technological and financial systems.  I look forward to following FuturICT's progress and 
continuing to support their efforts. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Hamid Benbrahim 
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Thessaloniki, Greece  16/02/2012 

SUBJECT:  Letter of Support for FuturICT 

To the Kind Attention of:   Professor Dirk Helbing, ETH, Zurich, Switzerland 

On behalf of the Hellenic Mobile Cluster (HMC), I would like to express my full support and interest in the FuturICT flagship 

initiative.  

HMC is a non-profit organization comprised of high-tech companies whose business activities include, among others, the 

development of added value mobile applications, the provision of added value services for telecommunication providers, 

the provision of innovative communication, content, and application services, etc. 

HMC counts more than 28 companies representing about 90% of the total turnover of the domestic market of the 

industry, provide jobs to more than 4,000 employees, among which 1,000 scientists of high academic education, with a 

total turnover of at least 400 million€, having a presence to more than 40 countries. Many of the company members are 

considered world leaders in the field with clientele that includes leading companies providing telecommunications services 

globally with presence in the London stock market (LSE / AIM) and NASDAQ, with a steady growth, achieving in some cases 

a doubling of turnover per year, with significant distinction at national and international level. 

At the context of the FuturICT project the industrial members of HMC are willing to participate through the FuturICT 

flaghsip initiative and to facilitate academic, commercial research and development activities as well as expressing their 

willingness to participate in research projects related to R&D activities and interests of the members of our cluster which 

will be undertaken by the FuturICT flagship project, amounting to 15.000.000€ throughout the duration of the 

programme.   

Considering all of the above, I would be extremely interested in being an active participant and contributing to this 

significant initiative.  

Sincerely, 

 

Angelos Manglis                                                                                                                                                                                             

Facilitator of Hellenic Mobile Cluster                                                                                                                                                                      

President & Managing Director                                                                                                                                                                          

Atlantis Consulting  SA  
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Hewlett-Packard Company 
1501 Page Mill Road 
Building 1U, Mail Stop 1142 
Palo Alto, CA 94304 
www.hp.com 

November 23, 2011 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

 
 
I am writing to express strong support from Hewlett-Packard Labs for the FuturICT 
FET flagship project, which is being coordinated by Professor Hebling of ETH-
Zurich. We believe the proposal paints an exciting vision of the future, and 
outlines a compelling multi-disciplinary research agenda.  
 
I am Director of the Information Analytics Lab at HP Labs. I see strong synergies 
between the objectives of this program and the research agenda of my lab, 
particularly in the area of real-time analytics at massive scale, and the application 
of these technologies to problems faced by industry, government, and society.  
 
Through its Open Innovation program, HP Labs has a long history of collaboration 
with leading research institutions world-wide, and we will be very interested in 
exploring potential collaborations with the FuturICT project.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Umeshwar Dayal 
HP Fellow and Director 
Information Analytics Lab 
Hewlett-Packard Laboratories 

    
Umeshwar Dayal 
    
Tel. 650-857-8431 
Fax. 650-852-8030 
umeshwar.dayal@hp.com 
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IBM Research 

IBM Almaden Research Center,  

650 Harry Road, San Jose, CA 95120 
Phone:  408-927-1593; FAX:  408-927-2100 

email:  laura@almaden.ibm.com 

03 November 2011 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

IBM Research would like to give our whole-hearted endorsement to the FuturICT FET 

flagship project, which is being coordinated by Professor Dirk Hebling of ETH Zurich, 

Switzerland.  Indeed, we would be very interested in collaborating with the project. 

 

I am the Director of IBM Research’s new Institute for Massive Data, Analytics and 

Modeling.  Our Institute is partnering with academic researchers, businesses and 

governments globally to accelerate improvements in both the technology for massive scale 

analytics and in its application to scientific and business problems. IBM Research is well-

known for its external collaborations on a global scale. The FutureICT project documents 

demonstrate the level of ambition and innovation we challenge our own researchers to strive 

for, and emphasize an interdisciplinary approach which we believe is essential for progress.  

 

In conclusion, the research agenda of the proposed FuturICT flagship initiative is well 

aligned with IBM Research’s research interests. We are excited about the project, and would 

be most interested in collaborations as the project develops. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
Laura M. Haas 

IBM Fellow 

Director, Institute for Massive Data, Analytics and Modeling 

IBM Research 
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Re: FuturICT 19th Oct. 2011 

To whom it may concern, 

As manager of the Irish Software Innovation Network, I wish to confirm our interest and 
strong support for the FuturICT proposal. 

ISIN is open to all software companies with the intention to help them to bridge the gap that 
often exists between the business world and the academic world. Better alignment of the two 
parties will improve collaboration and knowledge transfer. ISIN helps to form clusters of 
academics, indigenous software companies and multi-national corporations to address 
particular problems posed by industry in a collaborative fashion. The goal of ISIN is to foster 
close linkages between industry and Third Level research, enable effective knowledge flows 
between all involved and stimulate collaborative, focused attention to common problems. 

Building on our previous interactions with the FSIC in UCC and with JB McCarthy and 
recognising the opportunity that now exists for Ireland to participate in FuturICT, ISIN is 
delighted to support this initiative and will promote the participation of Irish companies in the 
project. FuturICT’s ambition of combining advances in computer science and related 
technologies with novel approaches to social sciences is very much in line with the existing 
interests and activities of ISIN, especially since the stated aim of FuturICT is to use these 
breakthroughs to solve important ‘real world’ issues. 

ISIN will promote the initiative across the members of ICT Ireland, ISIN members (many of 
whom are small and medium-sixed enterprises), as well as its 1,000 member LinkedIn group. 

In conclusion, the ISIN reaffirms its support for this initiative, which will represent an 
important stepping stone to help SME’s become more involved in EU research programs. 

Sincerely 

 

Michael Martin,  

Irish Software Innovation Network Manager 
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Collaboration with FuturICT’s Innovation Accelerator 

Dear Prof. Helbing,  
 
I am writing on behalf of Mendeley to express our strong support for the Fu-
turICT FET flagship project and our interest in collaborating with it, particu-
larly in the focus area of the Innovation Accelerator.  
 
I have founded Mendeley in 2008. Since then, it has become the world’s larg-
est research collaboration platform with more than 1 million users, as well as 
the world’s largest research database with more than 110 million uploaded 
documents. Via its Open API, Mendeley has also developed into a platform 
for third-party developers who are now building research discovery, evalua-
tion, visualization, and collaboration tools on top of Mendeley’s data. 
 
Mendeley is very active in advancing the management of research documents 
and academic social networks that can help scientists and innovators organ-
ize their research workflow, collaborate with others online, and discover the 
latest findings. Mendeley is partnering with leading external research groups 
to address scientific, engineering and societal questions, which increasingly 
lie at the intersections of traditional disciplines.  
 
Having read a number of the FuturICT project documents, I am impressed by 
the underlying concept and innovative approach of this project and its ambi-
tious goals. I strongly believe that this cross-cutting, interdisciplinary concept 
will allow us to understand and manage our complex global systems more 
successfully by bringing together the fields of ICT, Complexity Science and 
Social Science. We consider this integrative approach as one of the main re-
search trends in eScience and computational research, as well as in creating 
Web platforms to support innovation. This is precisely the kind of project we 
fully support and wish to contribute resources to in order to maximize its 
success. 
 
In this connection, we are offering to provide Big Data from Mendeley for the 
development of FuturICT’s Innovation Accelerator (IA), in exchange for early 
access to the methods being developed by the IA. We have a strong interest in 
such an exchange of data and methods in order make quicker advances to-
wards our common goals in the framework of a private-public partnership, 
which can create new services to the benefit of society. We are convinced that 
this  collaboration  can  be  a  cornerstone  in  Europe’s  strategy  to  become  an 
Innovation Union, and that our innovative methods and tools have the poten-
tial to re-invent, if not revolutionize innovation. 

Dr. Victor Henning 

Co-Founder & CEO 

 

Mendeley Ltd.  

White Bear Yard 

144a Clerkenwell Road  

London EC1R 5DFc 

United Kingdom 

 

victor.henning@ mendeley.com 

http://www.mendeley.com 

Tel.: +44 (0)207  713 8486 

  

Registered Office:  

Condor House  

10 St. Paul’s Churchyard 

London EC4M 8AL 

United Kingdom 

Registered in England:  

No. 6419015 

 

06 October 2011 

Prof. Dr. Dirk Helbing 
ETH Zurich 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Chair of Sociology, in particular of Modeling and Simulation 
Clausiusstrasse 50 
8092 Zurich 
Switzerland 
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In conclusion, the research agenda of the proposed FuturICT flagship initia-
tive is well aligned with the strategic goals of Mendeley, and therefore we 
offer our strong support of this work. We are also extremely interested in 
actively collaborating with the research teams involved in FuturICT’s Innova-
tion Accelerator. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Victor Henning 
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eXtreme Computing Group  
Microsoft Research 
Microsoft Corporation 
Redmond, WA 98052  
barga@microsoft.com 

 
September 26th, 2011 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Microsoft Research to express our strong support for and interest 
in collaborating on the FuturICT FET flagship project, which is being coordinated by Professor 
Dirk Hebling of ETH Zurich, Switzerland.   
 
My position in Microsoft Research (MSR) is Principal Architect and technical lead of MSR’s 
cloud research engagement initiative, in which we are partnering with academic research 
agencies around the world to accelerate scientific research for discovery via cloud 
computing.  I previously led MSR’s External Research engineering group, where I 
collaborated closely with external academic groups on a variety of eScience projects.  
Microsoft Research is very active in advancing basic computing research and in partnering 
with leading external research groups to address scientific, engineering and societal 
questions which increasingly lie at the intersections of traditional disciplines.  Having read a 
number of the FutureICT project documents, I am impressed by the underlying concept and 
innovative approach of this project, its ambitious goals, and believe this cross-cutting, 
interdisciplinary project holds the promise of allowing us to understand and manage our 
complex global social system by bringing together the fields of ICT, Complexity Science and 
Social Science.  We consider this integrative approach is one of the main trends of research in 
eScience and computing research, and is precisely the kind of project we fully support and 
wish to contribute our resources to its success. 
 
In conclusion, the research agenda of the proposed FuturICT flagship initiative is well aligned 
with the research pursuits of Microsoft Research, we offer our strong support of this work, 
and we would be extremely interested in active collaboration as the project develops. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Roger S. Barga 
 
Principal Architect 
eXtreme Computing Group 
Microsoft Research, Microsoft Corporation 
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Motion Graphics    3D   Visual Effects

Mark Blackwood

Creative Director

MotionBox, Bedfordshire, UK

November 2nd 2011

To Steve Bishop

I would like to express our support for the FuturICT flagship initiative coordinated by yourself 

and I am excited by the possibilities that this project offers.

I am Creative Director of Motionbox a company specialising in creating moving image and 

creative 3D visualisations.  We have recently become interested in the field of visualizing data in 

creative and innovative ways and with a keen interest in science, this project has caught our 

attention. I would be extremely interested in being an active participant of this exciting initiative.

Sincerely,

Mark Blackwood
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!

To!FuturICT!Spain,!

This!is!a!letter!of!full!support!for!the!FuturICT!Flagship!Initiative!coming!from!Puntech!Mobility!

Solutions.!

We!are!a!small,!3!years!old!company!which!is!devoted!to!mobility,!analysis!based,!solutions.!In!

this!sense,!we!offer!products!which!range!from!detailed!fleet!monitoring,!best!driving!practices!

teaching! or! even! tailorBmade! insurance! policies.! At! this! moment,! we! are! developing! an!

Artificial!Intelligence!software!solution!which!allows!both!tracking!and!analyzing!huge!sets!of!

drivers.!This!data!will!be!used!to!predict!their!risk!when!driving,!making!specific!insurance!tariff!

policies! available! to! them,! such! as! Pay! As! You! Drive! (PAYD)! or! User! Based! Insurance! (UBI)!

products.! This! tool! is! being! developed! thanks! to! a! NeoTech! grant! from! the! Spanish!

government,!in!collaboration!with!the!Universitat!Ramon!Llull!university.!

As! a! small,! technological! enterprise,!we! are! currently! focused!on! collecting!mobility! related!

data!which! results! from! insurance! companies! that!we! can! use! to!model! and! predict! driver!

behavior.! However,! we! can! offer! ourselves! as! a! partner! that! carries! out! mobility! analysis,!

pursuing!ecological!driving!or!smart!traffic!management!for!large!cities.!

!

!

Enric!Farguell!Matesanz,!PhD!

CTO! !Puntech!Mobility!Solutions!
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Nuria Oliver, PhD 
Scientific Director 
Telefonica R&D, Barcelona, Spain 
October 24, 2011 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I would like to express my full support and interest in the FuturICT flagship 

initiative, which is coordinated by Professor Dirk Hebling of ETH Zurich, 

Switzerland. 

 

I am Scientific Director at Telefonica R&D (Barcelona) where I am responsible for 

the user modeling (including recommender systems, social network analysis and 

urban computing), human-computer interaction (including mobile) and multimedia 

analysis research areas. The research branch at Telefonica R&D was created in 2006 

and focuses on mid to long-term research projects related to several technological 

areas of interest to the Telefonica Group. We follow an open research model in 

collaboration with universities and other research institutions and favor the 

dissemination of our work both through top-tier peer-reviewed scientific 

publications and technology transfer.  

 

We are actively carrying out very relevant research in the context of the FuturICT 

proposal, including projects to: (1) better understand social and communication 

networks (community identification, churn prediction, discovery and 

characterization of rhythms of communication, information propagation); (2) 

characterize human behavior at the individual and aggregated levels; (3) 

understand the information needs of mobile users; (4) develop novel context-aware 

systems; and (5) create holistic user models that enable precise recommendations 

and personalization.  

 

The research agenda of the FuturICT flagship proposal is therefore well aligned with 

our research activity. For this reason, I would be extremely interested in being an 

active participant of this exciting initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nuria Oliver, PhD 
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To whom it may concern:

I would like to express my full support and interest in collaboration in the FuturICT flagship

initiative, which is coordinated by Professor Dirk Hebling of ETH Zurich, Switzerland.

My position in the Yahoo! Research is senior research scientist and I am coordinating a group

in social mining in the Barcelona lab. Yahoo! Research promotes technology generation and

development; research and creativity; transfer of research results to industry; promotion of the

research results to society at large; training in all areas of communication; and social awareness of

the communication industry in a culture of innovation. The activities of the social mining group in

Barcelona include social aspects of computing, understanding how information propagates in social

networks, discovering communities, forming teams to cooperate and accomplish a number of tasks,

and understanding how users behave via analysis of huge amounts of log data.

Hence, I find that the research agenda of the proposed FuturIcT flagship initiative meets the

research pursuits of our group and I would be extremely interested in participating in such an

interesting project.

Aristides Gionis, PhD

Senior Research Scientist

November 25, 2010
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AUTORITATEA NATIONALA
PENTRU CERCETARE $TIINTIFICA

CABINET PREFEDINTE

To whom it may cdnccrrt

Sincerely yours,

President,

PA6E E1

I riarNtsrnnul
I  E D U C A T I E I
i ]  CERCETARII
i rruenrrulul
| 9t srontut-ut

Tcr the lrnor.r'ledge of H.E. Mr' Ambassador Liviu BOTA - Honorary President

NIr. Sever AVRAM - Exectlive President

EURoLINI(.HotrseofEuropeFotrndationinBucharest,Romania

we rvould like to expfess tlre interest of the National Authority fol sciontific Research to rvelcome

any initiative fleant to stimuiate rcsearch aud innovation irr the socio-econotnic field of activities'

The recerrt Launching event of the FutttICT Regional centet of Excellence Bucharest -

Romania, where the Capital of Romania proposecl its (rl^,n Poftfolio of experience in order to

Lrecome a Socio-Economic Innovation llub for complex IC&T projects is a strch initiative '

Aw.are of ihe oppO:rtunities opened by the participatiorr to the FntureICT ifinovative progfamne/

rve are reacly to supporb Ure Fr.rtttrlCi fJogstrlp initiative, i'.'.'zelving its repfesentdtlon within the

acadernic innovation coffin:Luni$ fronr Romania, r,"'ith the aim. to build valid parrnelships irr the

Centra] and Sou,th-Easterrr Europealr r:egion, in or.ler to inrprlement Plojects r.rnder FrrtrrrlCT

framework and hope to setve as a rvell-funch oning lotum for: th.e exclrange of ideas' slcills' and

relevant information.

We expect t'hat the Fufur:eICT innovative prograt:tme i'r'i ll:

. encouraBe compar:atr.ve str"rdies

. dissemifiato the information alrout "be st practices" and most typical faiL'rles

r fsgiliiate the application of inntrvatirre ideas concefiring adnrinistrative behavjOur' specific

technologies nnd regionally geuerated l<nowledge'

In this respect, we a.lready aPpreciate the strong committm.eflt of the Romanian representants of

Futur.ICT * ProI. Dr. Ca'men cosTEA, as HOnorar:,v Presidcnt ot the Alternative sciences

Associatiorl and of the Coordinator: of the Regional Center of Excellence in Buchatest' Executivo

President Sever AVRAM,'

We believe that off ftlttlre cooperation rarili provide aclditional stlPPort to P1;6j6s15 and events

whichtheNatronalAutholityjorsciel]tificr.esearclrisplanrringtodevelop.

"A . t t ' ! .C"S.
NINTE

5tr:. N4endcleev nr' 21-25, Sector 1, 010362,
BucLrrclti

Tel: +{0 (0)21 318 30 50
Paxr *'1C (0)2l 3I2 6617

w14? I,rf.6 nCB,rO

nf.-ffidttf.1.

rsffi'#
sr*ff

Dragog
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Contact information of original letter not displayed
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Från: "Crutzen, Paul" <paul.crutzen@mpic.de> 
Datum: 6 december 2010 15.23.29 CET 
Till: Björn-Ola Linnér <bjorn-ola.linner@liu.se> 
Kopia: "Crutzen, Paul" <paul.crutzen@mpic.de> 
Ämne: RE: possible letter of support  
 

Dear Mr. Linnér, 
  
With this letter I support the idea to develop a broad 
Decision Arena in the framework of the FuturICT EU 
flagship proposal. 
  
I see a particular importance in the exploration of the risk 
of transgression to unsafe planetary boundaries, for 
instance the ozone hole and the impact of scarce and 
dwindling phosphorus and global food production. 
! 
 

 
With best regards, 

Paul Crutzen. 

!!
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