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o GVCGaesco 

Barcelona, September 9th 20 II 

Dear Dr. Dirk Helbing, 

This is a letter of strong suppol1 for the FuturICT Flagship Initiative coming from GVC Gaesco 
Gestion, S.G.r.r.C. (GVCGaesco), a more than 20 years old asset manager, who has developed 
in the last 10 years a quantitative approach to absolute retum funds, which is today one f the two 
strengths of the company together with the log only equity funds which are being managed in a 
fundamental way. 

GVC Gaesco heavily relies on fundamental research to decide about investment opportunities 
and to apply quantitative methods for absolute retum funds and to face different aspects as the 
internal cycles in the market and the investors behaviour. We keep close links with academia, 
by having an agreement with an external research team in the University ofBarcelona for more 

] 
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than 10 years now and by intemal means as well. 
"-
"-
C) 
ro 
<D 
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We are of course deeply interested in understanding in details how financial markets and the 
en 
:r' economyat large work. This is crucial to come up with adequate quantitative models. We have 
LL'" witnessed on several occasions the occurrence of collective effects that lead to crises, and 
'"
o 

understand the view of the system in which we live, with its interconnections, interactions and 
o"' 
>-' 
.,-

feedback loops. We are confronted to a situation surprisingly hard to accept for the human 
<t. 

g 
Z brain: the behaviour of crowds is sometimes impossible to guess from the behaviour of 
† 
W individuals, we tend to think that it has its own rules. We think that there is a lot to do in 
DO 
<t. defining investor behaviour in different market environments. We think that many current 
À"'
DO intuitions wilJ be modelized in the future. 

1 am enthusiastic that the the FuturICT Flagship Initiative is willing to take a big step in that 
direction, and GVC Gaesco could be interested in participating in one way or another to the 
project. 

Best regards, 

Jaume Puig  

CEO & cro ofGVC Gaesco Gesti—n, S.G.r.r.C.  

Grupo GVC Gaesco Avda Diagonal 429 08036 Barcelona Tel 93 366 27 27 www.gvcgaesco.es 
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!peercashpeer.com  
                     
                           
 
                          November 24, 2011 

 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
I am writing to express my interest in and wish to bring active support for the FuturICT flagship initiative. 
 
CASH PEER LTD is a freshly incorporated company aiming to develop a novel approach of mobile 
payment using QR codes. We are working on developing a solution reconciling need-based with global 
market solutions as well as a payment architecture that comes the closest to the simple expression of 
cash money.  
 
At the top of our assumptions we are considering, a global market in which availability of data service is 
asymmetric and congestion in data networks is likely to occur with the increase of Internet traffic. 
Our payment system intends to be universal regardless the medium used or the geographic location of 
users. Authentication of payments by geolocation is one of our major innovative moves toward offering 
same class services in big cities or in remote villages in Africa, in this context we join the philosophy of 
�³�R�Q�H���O�D�S�W�R�S���S�H�U���F�K�L�O�G���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�´���D�Q�G���Z�H�¶�O�O���E�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��operation in the near future of Galileo, Glonass 
(RU) and Beidou (CN). Technically the QR code issued by a payer represents electronic transcription of 
cash enclosing among its encryption data geolocation coordinates of the payer at time t, on the other 
hand, recipient�¶s coordinates are calculated and confronted to the payer�¶s at time of code scanning; the 
payment is authorized upon a match of both. This dynamic approach has the advantage of being unique 
for every transaction and enough random to be used for encryption, particularly if accurate location data 
is available. 
Universality of CASH PEER will not be at the expense of safety. Indeed, all transactions will be executed 
from and to a secure server regardless the medium used, be it a smartphone, a tablet, a personal 
computer, a digital display or a piece of paper. Furthermore transactions must be executed within a 
certain time lapse after which the QR code becomes obsolete, hence transactions will be carried out on 
real time and swiftly, if not instantaneously, limiting drastically breaches in security. History data will then 
be reported on a map to be viewed and kept in records for both payers and recipients. Another aspect of 
mobile payment we are working on is the payment with email which we believe would offer a set of 
conveniences for users in matters of legal binding, ease of record keeping and the possibility of paying to 
websites in an active mode (by opposition to passive mode wherein the payer accepts or scans the QR 
code like in Google wallet for example"!which is an important application missing from QR code mobile 
payment to date. 
 
�,�W���L�V���D�J�U�H�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���P�R�E�L�O�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H�� �R�X�U���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�¶�V���G�U�L�Y�H�U���L�Q�W�R��ubiquitous interconnected 
environments; perspectives of growth of the mobile industry are at two digits, penetration of the mobile 
industry in emerging markets is increasing alongside with expected migration from basic mobile phones 
to smartphones due to price cuts. We believe, the major challenge of solutions to be deployed for mobile 
payment in emerging markets is the implication of the unbanked having an IP address. To this regard, 
users of our service will have the possibility to open a mobile payment account through IP service 
subscription details and then deposit money by means of prepaid vouchers or via agents. The Internet of 
the future will be much faster and smarter embracing �U�H�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���R�U���³�W�K�L�Q�J�V�´, money is one of these 
things that will very likely turn fully mobile driven, CASH PEER does it without impacting the tangible 
characteristic of cash money; we would speak rather �R�I���³�G�L�J�L�W�D�O���F�D�V�K�´���W�K�D�Q mobile payment.  
 
In conclusion, I would confess that when I first saw the screenshot of FuturICT documentary on your 
website I had no doubt I was in the right place. You will probably agree with me saying that it inspires 
geolocation. Feeling to be on the same wavelength with your project and state of mind I am willing to 
collaborate with conviction and fully adhere to your initiative.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Firass Seridi 
 
Director 
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Dalibor Baskovc 
CEO 
Zavod e-Oblak, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
18.11.2011 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
As a coordinator of one of the biggest R&D projects (www.kc-class.eu) on cloud computing in Europe 
and CEO of the organization dealing with R&D issues in ICT area, I would like to express my great 
support and interest in the FuturICT flagship initiative. 
  
I am very thrilled by the FuturICT agenda which is tackling some of the most topical issues of our world 
and what is more the FuturICT project is doing that in most comprehensive way and from the most 
challenging perspectives. FuturICT will use our information knowledge to better understand society 
which is one of the one of the most elementary understanding which we should have in order to guide our 
society most appropriately in the long term. Precisely the information knowledge is the field where our 
research institution is the strongest. Research in our laboratory is based on cloud computing, service 
oriented architectures and integration of information systems. We are involved in many projects covering 
fields of semantics, cloud assisted services and communication platforms. I believe that our expertise in 
integration and interoperability of information systems, architecture and platforms with related services is 
the foundation on which we should develop our future research and tie it with the FuturICT and the 
Living Earth Platform. 
 
I believe that our work and research activity is very accordant with the FuturICT proposal what motive us 
in being connected with this interesting, complex and ambitious initiative. For the conclusion I am 
expressing my full support and interest in the FuturICT and I believe that that our commitment would be 
best expressed through the project itself.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Dalibor Baskovc 
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Hamid Benbrahim, Ph.D.  
Vice President 
Applied Complexity 

245 Summer Street  
Boston, MA 02210 

 
 

 
 
 

November 7, 2011 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my interest in and support for the FuturICT flagship project and its mission 
to understand and manage complex, global, socially interactive systems. 

The growth in scale and interconnectedness of technological, social, and financial systems 
continues. Today in the New York Exchange alone almost 1.6 Billion shares, or nearly $46 Billion 
are typically traded in one day according to the NYSE group; an increase of almost 10-fold since 
the early 1990's. Information and communications technologies are creating unprecedented 
interconnectedness across the globe, presenting new challenges and opportunities. 

FuturICTÕs proposed platform has the potential to further our understanding of the dynamics of 
social, technological and financial systems.  I look forward to following FuturICT's progress and 
continuing to support their efforts. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Hamid Benbrahim 
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Re: FuturICT 19th Oct. 2011 

To whom it may concern, 

As manager of the Irish Software Innovation Network, I wish to confirm our interest and 
strong support for the FuturICT proposal. 

ISIN is open to all software companies with the intention to help them to bridge the gap that 
often exists between the business world and the academic world. Better alignment of the two 
parties will improve collaboration and knowledge transfer. ISIN helps to form clusters of 
academics, indigenous software companies and multi-national corporations to address 
particular problems posed by industry in a collaborative fashion. The goal of ISIN is to foster 
close linkages between industry and Third Level research, enable effective knowledge flows 
between all involved and stimulate collaborative, focused attention to common problems. 

Building on our previous interactions with the FSIC in UCC and with JB McCarthy and 
recognising the opportunity that now exists for Ireland to participate in FuturICT, ISIN is 
delighted to support this initiative and will promote the participation of Irish companies in the 
project. FuturICTÕs ambition of combining advances in computer science and related 
technologies with novel approaches to social sciences is very much in line with the existing 
interests and activities of ISIN, especially since the stated aim of FuturICT is to use these 
breakthroughs to solve important Ôreal worldÕ issues. 

ISIN will promote the initiative across the members of ICT Ireland, ISIN members (many of 
whom are small and medium-sixed enterprises), as well as its 1,000 member LinkedIn group. 

In conclusion, the ISIN reaffirms its support for this initiative, which will represent an 
important stepping stone to help SMEÕs become more involved in EU research programs. 

Sincerely 

 

Michael Martin,  

Irish Software Innovation Network Manager 
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Nuria Oliver, PhD 
Scientific Director 
Telefonica R&D, Barcelona, Spain 
October 24, 2011 
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To whom it may concern:

I would like to express my full support and interest in collaboration in the Futur ICT ßagship
initiative, which is coordinated by Professor Dirk Hebling of ETH Zurich, Switzerl and.

My position in the Yahoo! Research is senior research scientist and I am coordinating a group
in social mining in the Barcelona lab. Yahoo! Research promotes technology generation and
development; research and creativity; transfer of research results to industry; promotionof the
research results to society at large; training in all areas of communication; and social awarenessof
the communication industry in a culture of innovation. The activities of the social mining group in
Barcelona include social aspects of computing, understanding how information propagates in social
networks, discovering communities, forming teams to cooperate and accomplish a number of tasks,
and understanding how users behave via analysis of huge amounts of log data.

Hence, I Þnd that the research agenda of the proposed FuturIcT ßagship initiative meets the
research pursuits of our group and I would be extremely interested in participating in such an
interesting project.

Aristides Gionis, PhD
Senior Research Scientist

November 25, 2010
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AUTORITATEA NATIONALA
PENTRU CERCETARE $TIINTIFICA

CABINET PREFEDINTE

To whom it may cdnccrrt

Sincerely yours,

President,

PA6E E1

I riarNtsrnnul
I  E D U C A T I E I
i ]  CERCETARII
i rruenrrulul
| 9t srontut-ut

Tcr the lrnor.r'ledge of H.E. Mr' Ambassador Liviu BOTA - Honorary President

NIr. Sever AVRAM - Exectlive President

EURoLINI(.HotrseofEuropeFotrndationinBucharest,Romania

we rvould like to expfess tlre interest of the National Authority fol sciontific Research to rvelcome

any initiative fleant to stimuiate rcsearch aud innovation irr the socio-econotnic field of activities'

The recerrt Launching event of the FutttICT Regional centet of Excellence Bucharest -

Romania, where the Capital of Romania proposecl its (rl^,n Poftfolio of experience in order to

Lrecome a Socio-Economic Innovation llub for complex IC&T projects is a strch initiative '

Aw.are of ihe oppO:rtunities opened by the participatiorr to the FntureICT ifinovative progfamne/

rve are reacly to supporb Ure Fr.rtttrlCi fJogstrlp initiative, i'.'.'zelving its repfesentdtlon within the

acadernic innovation coffin:Luni$ fronr Romania, r,"'ith the aim. to build valid parrnelships irr the

Centra] and Sou,th-Easterrr Europealr r:egion, in or.ler to inrprlement Plojects r.rnder FrrtrrrlCT

framework and hope to setve as a rvell-funch oning lotum for: th.e exclrange of ideas' slcills' and

relevant information.

We expect t'hat the Fufur:eICT innovative prograt:tme i'r'i ll:

. encouraBe compar:atr.ve str"rdies

. dissemifiato the information alrout "be st practices" and most typical faiL'rles

r fsgiliiate the application of inntrvatirre ideas concefiring adnrinistrative behavjOur' specific

technologies nnd regionally geuerated l<nowledge'

In this respect, we a.lready aPpreciate the strong committm.eflt of the Romanian representants of

Futur.ICT * ProI. Dr. Ca'men cosTEA, as HOnorar:,v Presidcnt ot the Alternative sciences

Associatiorl and of the Coordinator: of the Regional Center of Excellence in Buchatest' Executivo

President Sever AVRAM,'

We believe that off ftlttlre cooperation rarili provide aclditional stlPPort to P1;6j6s15 and events

whichtheNatronalAutholityjorsciel]tificr.esearclrisplanrringtodevelop.

"A . t t ' ! .C"S.
NINTE

5tr:. N4endcleev nr' 21-25, Sector 1, 010362,
BucLrrclti

Tel: +{0 (0)21 318 30 50
Paxr *'1C (0)2l 3I2 6617

w14? I,rf.6 nCB,rO

nf.-ffidttf.1.

rsffi'#
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Contact information of original letter not displayed
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FrŒn: "Crutzen, Paul" <paul.crutzen@mpic.de> 
Datum: 6 december 2010 15.23.29 CET 
Till: Bjšrn-Ola LinnŽr <bjorn-ola.linner@liu.se> 
Kopia: "Crutzen, Paul" <paul.crutzen@mpic.de> 
€mne: RE: possible letter of support  
 

Dear Mr. LinnŽr, 
  
With this letter I support the idea to develop a broad 
Decision Arena in the framework of the FuturICT EU 
flagship proposal. 
  
I see a particular importance in the exploration of the risk 
of transgression to unsafe planetary boundaries, for 
instance the ozone hole and the impact of scarce and 
dwindling phosphorus and global food production. 
! 
 

 
With best regards, 

Paul Crutzen. 

!!
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